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One of the essential parts of your computer, the hard disk, is also one that can cause the computer to be unable to boot. The Windows operating system provides tools to keep your hard disk in good health. Fragmentation of files is one of the consequences of efficient space utilization. File deletion leaves portions of disk space available for use

by another file, but only if the new file is the same or smaller size as the deleted file. If

larger, a portion of the new file is stored in the deleted file’s space, the balance somewhere else. This splitting of a file may result in a file being cut into several pieces. It takes longer to retrieve a file in this condition, than if it is stored as one contiguous piece.

Fragmentation can be reduced or eliminated by a special program that rearranges files so that each occupies only one spot on the disk. This produces more efficient file retrieval. The defragmenter in Windows can be operated whenever desired. In Windows 7, it is run every day at a specified time that can be changed by the operator. In earlier versions of Windows, though, the defragmenter must be run manually, requiring you to remember to do so.

Diskeeper uses a different approach. Its IntelliWrite feature prevents fragmentation before it occurs. When a file is saved, this technology prevents fragmentation from occurring. In the rare event that a file is fragmented, the Instant Defrag feature fixes it in the background. These operations occur without any noticeable degradation of performance. Boot-time defragmentation is a feature that can be used to defrag those

files that are being used by Windows and cannot be changed while Windows is running. Instead, they are operated on before Windows starts. This may add a bit to start-up time.

You can, if you wish, manually defragment your disk, but Diskeeper does a more efficient job, so let it do its job. 
Sold in different editions with prices to match, the lowest price is about $40, certainly reasonable for such a sophisticated program. 
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Price: $40 and up

Requires: Works with WIN XP/Vista/7

